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RECEIPT OF INSTRUCTION 
FOR CHARACTER PRINTING 



COUNTING THE NUMBER OF 
INK EJECTIONS WITH 
CHARACTER PRINTING 






READING OUT OF "DEGREE 
OF CONTAMINATION ON 
NOZZLE FACE THROUGH 
PREDETERMINED INK 
EJECTION" 








UPDATING QUANTITY OF 
CONTAMINATION ON NOZZLE 
FACE BY OPERATIONAL 
PROCESSING 







STORAGE OF QUANTITY OF 
CONTAMINATION ON NOZZLE 
FACE 



IS 

QUANTITY OF 
CONTAMINATION ON NOZZLE 
FACE GREATER THAN TOLERANCE 
THRESHOLD FOR 
CONTAMINATION^ 
o 



EXECUTION OF CLEANING 
OPERATION 



( RETURN ) 



(57) Abstract: An image forming 
apparatus comprising: a recording 
head having a nozzle configured 
to eject a liquid drop of recording 
liquid so as to form an image on 
the recording- medium with a liquid 
drop ejected from the nozzle of the 
recording head; a conveyer configured 
to electrostatically hold and convey 
a recording-medium by a charge 
provided to the conveyer; and a 
cleaning device configured to clean 
a nozzle face of the recording head 
based on a tolerance threshold value 
of contamination of the nozzle face 
generated by the ejection of a liquid 
drop and the number of liquid drops 
ejected from the recording head for 
image formation. 
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